Jump in the Mud

Softy & Squishy but not so Cuddly

Carter is 2 days shy of 11 months. Some reflections on his personality - things that
could be baby-characteristics but more and more seem like Carter-characteristics.

* He's not so snuggly. While he likes to be carried around, he'll often try to remove
the hand that is holding him from his waist. He swats away affectionate advances
and he usually tries to turn forward from the traditional baby-on-the-hip pose. We
try not to take this personally.

* He seems to have great hearing. He'll stop what he's doing to listen in the direction
of someone approaching or the dog's jingly collar.

* He is very social. He loves to watch other babies. He smiles at all sorts of strangers
and delights at aunties walking in the room. If there is a stranger-anxiety phase, it's

At the Bernal Hill Fiesta w/ dada. Carter, action shot.

Visitng friends from Mom's Getting to know you...
Group. Calum & Tyson.
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still ahead of us or maybe it passed without notice.

* Not much of a crier. When I hear him crying hard, a) it stops my heart and b) I
know he's either hurt himself or he's boycotting naptime.

* He can point. Unclear if he knows pointing signifies anything since he does it
haphazardly but it's still fun to respond to. ("Yes, we are walking UP the

steps." "Yes, THERE is the dog." "Yep, I'M Mommy and I'm going to eat your little
hand"...)

* Things do not automatically go into his mouth. He actually examines them for a
while before deciding their oral fate. The inverse of this is that he has learned to
empty contents of mouth. Whereas he probably had no choice but to swallow
whatever I stuck in there before, now he chews-chews-away and when you think he's
finished, out tumbles the broccoli.

* He loves watching the dog but thus far doesn't accost him. He is learning that Tyler
hovers under his chair at mealtime, which will inevitably lead to much more fake-
eating --staring at us while casually dropping his broccoli off to the side, followed by
quickly leaning over the side to see Tyler gobble it up.

* He can do stairs unidirectionally. It takes a lot of exertion but he seems to like the
effort as he did the whole flight in our house the other night. He does not realize the
treachery of going down.

* His first word(s) were President Obama. Not really but not for lack of trying. He
does spout off "dadadadadada" frequently, even to my retorts of

"mamamamama.” As of late, I think he might know that Dada = somebody he likes a
lot.

Mon Oct 20, 2008 | 02:37 PM |
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Great Grandparents

While I went a Clarence Foundation fundraiser last Sunday, Ben took Carter to
visit his grandparents, Carter's Greats. We are lucky to live so close.

Sat Oct 25, 2008 | 08:48 AM |

Great-Grandmom Margie  Nuts! Carter, 11 months & Bill
Cain, 95 years (1,140
months)
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Last week, Ben was home
in time for a visit, too.

Carter & Grandmom Jan

Carter is extremely lucky that he gets to spend 2
days/week with Grandmom Jan, Ben's mom. Every
Monday and Wednesday Jan arrives at about 11
spends the rest of the day with Carter. They know
each other very well now and Carter clearly loves
being with her.

Mon Oct 27, 2008 | 03:04 PM |
Helen Says:

Is that an Obama shirt? Love it! heleno44@yahoo.com
Tue Oct 28, 2008 | 07:30 PM |

Jjitm Says:

Indeed, Obama Baby. benjamin_ cain@yahoo.com
Wed Oct 29, 2008 | 10:46 PM |
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Book Recommendation

For any new moms and/or people who like funny reads, I reccommend Anne
Lamott's, Operating Instructions: A Journal of My Son's First Year. Laurie is
loaning it to me. Lamott captures the humorous and poignant details of those first
terrifying, gratifying, life-changing months of having a baby. At the time, she was
raising her son, Sam, on her own. A couple of examples:

"Sam eats rice ceral and carrots...Feeding him is like filling a hole with putty -- you
get it in and then you sort of shave off all the excess around the hole and gob it back
in, like you're spackling."

"Sam was very funny all afternoon, so dignified and serious...He is so focused and
attentive that one expects him to nod gravely. He struggles to get his thumb into his
mouth, but it's as though his arms were in a zero-gravity atmosphere of their own;
they go flying through his field of vision like unsecured things in a spaceship."

"Sam loves the kitty more than anything else in life except for me and my breasts...
We were in the kitchen and Sam was lying on his back on a blanket on the floor, and
suddenly the cat came in and started rolling around on the floor near him, like some
blowsy Swedish farm girl rolling around in the hay. Sam laughed for ten straight
minutes. He sounded like a brook. The kitty would stop rolling for a moment, and
Sam would kind of get a grip, catch his breath, and all but wipe his eyes like an old
man, and then the kitty would fling herself into the rolling motion again and Sam
would just go nuts. So I got down on all fours to be near him. I stared at him,
listened to him laugh, and said out loud, "Now, where did you come from again?"
Wed Oct 29, 2008 | 04:15 PM |

Kris Says:
Funny, I recently checked this out of the library and am getting started reading it too. Pretty funny

so far! kris.starr@gmail.com
Wed Oct 29, 2008 | 08:54 PM |

Carter Playing Throw

With Daddy on the floor, he was a charmed by a game of throw.

[youtube=http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0CEysMJ6UDY]
Fri Oct 31, 2008 | 08:20 PM |
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Not impressed

Halloween

I met a mom who lives down the street, her baby is 4
days younger than Carter. She invited us to a baby
gathering for Halloween festivities. Lots of pix here
1- can't pare down the collection because the series
together is so funny. Very difficult to get a group
shot. There were 3 monkeys!

Sat Nov 1, 2008 | 11:25 PM |

1 http://picasaweb.google.com/emagyn/2008BabyHalloween#
Aunt Laurie Says:

As if a group of babies isn't funny enough...babies in monkey,
elephant, deer, bear etc costumes!! lhchandler@mac.com
Sat Nov 8, 2008 | 09:27 AM |

Aunt Laurie Says:

Oops, I mean kangaroo. lhchandler@mac.com
Sat Nov 8, 2008 | 09:30 AM |




Team Obama (3 of the
63,970,375)

Ready to Roll
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Carter Goes to Reno

With cousin Ashley, we drove to Reno on Saturday to
get out the vote. We stayed at Circus Circus and
went door to door on Sunday and Monday. Keeping
Carter's schedule means we didn't cover a lot of
ground...lots of driving around during naptime but we
did knock on doors and spoke to the people who
answered. We met 2 people who said they would have
voted for McCain if it weren't for Palin. I find this
heartening - (most) people aren't dumb. Pix: http:
//picasaweb.google.com/emagyn/RenoForObama#

Tue Nov 4, 2008 | 09:36 PM |
Alissa Says:

great work and great photos! alissachandler@yahoo.com
Fri Nov 7, 2008 | 08:59 AM |

President Obama

that's it.
Wed Nov 5, 2008 | 09:57 PM |
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At a local coffee shop:

Sun Nov 9, 2008 | 10:00 PM |

| Unattended Children

will be given an espress
and a free puppy.

Dancing Bear

Gift from Nana. Hippy dancing bear wiggles to "Let the Sunshine". Carter has
figured out what makes it go. (squeezing its hand). He has also learned high-fives,
which mostly just makes him giggle.

Here is some of it (apologies in advance for the background).

[youtube=http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6r5GqRAX{w]
Sun Nov 9, 2008 | 10:05 PM |

Nana Says:
It's 12:40 AM and I can't stop watching !!! What a joy.

I love Carter. Can't wait for Thanksgiving week together. Nana. beachling6@sbcglobal.net
Tue Nov 18, 2008 | 12:34 AM |
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sad to scoop him up at the top and carry him back
down easily after he has expended so much energy to
get there.



































































