Jump in the Mud

In Transit (aka who knew that we birthed a travel champion)
May 23-24, 2008

We arrived at our final destination fatigued but not frazzled. Our travel “day” was
more like ~30 hours of straight travel. We left our house at 12:30 pm on Friday and
arrived at our hotel at 12:00 am on Sunday (Sat 3pm PST). Our route was San
Francisco — Amsterdam — Madrid — Malaga, then drive 2 hrs to Ronda. Our 2nd
flight was delayed so we missed our 3rd flight which afforded us some time to kill in
the Madrid airport.

Although Carter tried to eat his passport before we got to the ticket counter at SFO,
that didn’t foreshadow his subsequent behavior. We are both amazed at how tolerant
he was and, dare we say, easy? He slept for 6 out of 10 hours on the long leg; he went
down for a nap in the ‘baby-care lounge’ on our layover at Schipol; he charmed his
neighbors when we were delayed on the tarmac in Madrid; and he passed out within
minutes of going into the carseat for the late drive to Ronda. When we arrived after
midnight, we did some semblance of his bedtime routine and then he went to sleep
for 10 hours (and so did we)!! Ben noted this was the first 10 hours of uninterupted
sleep we”ve had since well before Carter arrived.

What I thought would be the hardest part of the trip turned out to be somewhat
ordinary. Can’t help but wonder if all that traveling I did while I was 6 months
pregnant prepped Carter in some way. That and the fact that Ben recorded the
hairdryer onto his iPhone so we played that for Carter in moments when he clearly
needed to sleep.

Here are some pix from transit:

1 http://jumpinthemud.files.wordpress.com/2008/05/img_1820-medium.jpg

Fri May 30, 2008 | 08:58 AM |
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Carter at the fight.

Bob Says:

I love this pic - it looks like you
photoshopped him in.
robertbellon@yahoo.com
Sun Jun 1, 2008 | 05:00 PM |

Laurie Says:

Wow! What a view! Cute
family too!
lhchandler@mac.com
Mon Jun 2, 2008 | 10:35 AM |

Alissa Says:

haha that's a great photo!
alissachandler@yahoo.
com

Mon Jun 2, 2008 | 11:35 AM |

Ronda, Spain

We start our trip in Ronda, a small city in Andalucia,
Southern Spain, known for its layout across a deep
gorge and its Moorish history. Here’s a clip with the
view from our hotel room.

[youtube=http://youtube.com/watch?
v=AyBCVREvVQyA]

We went to the annual fair “since 1501” (!) and took
in some bullfighting (Ronda is the birthplace of
bullfighting). I've seen it once before in Pamplona but
I forgot, or blocked it out, or they don’t do it there,
that they KILL the bull in a slow, tortuous manner.
Undoubtedly there is great skill and bravery involved
but it was horrible to watch. (If you haven’t seen it,
they goad the bull into chasing the bullfighter, and
then they stab him slowly and repeatedly in the neck.
Apparently the best fighters can kill the bull with 1
stab by severing its nerve endings). We saw 3 bulls
killed before we left but not one died instantly; it was
always cornered, swaying in pain with no-energy to
carry on, with bloody noses and a sword dug deep into
its withers. Two times some other bull guy had to
come out and administer a final blow with a small
knife to put it out of its misery. Seemed too little too
late if you ask me.

Fortunately, Carter doesn’t know they kill the bulls
and he seemed to have a great day. We are loving the
Ergo Baby Carrier right now because he hangs out
in there while we walk around but then easily falls
asleep for his naps while we are on the go.

Fri May 30, 2008 | 09:10 AM |
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Carter & the Glass

With 2 teeth sprouting up, Carter loves to gum the rim of anything cold. On glass,
this makes for some funny faces.

Sun Jun 1, 2008 | 03:11 AM |
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in front of the Catedral With Alhambra in the distance

Granada

...iIs indeed as lively and interesting as they say. The Muslim and North African spirit
is strong and “teterias” and tapas are abundant. Unfortunately, smoking is also
abundant so we can't enjoy ourselves in many places that look enticing. But the
croissants and cafes con leche are all I really need and that's about all I've eaten.

We had our first early morning of the trip when we had to wake up at 8am to be in
line by 9:30am for our 10:30am tickets for Alhambra. With all the rave reviews of
this historical site, my expectations were high. Indeed, the palaces and gardens did
not disappoint. I was a history major in college but I really wish I knew something
about this history as I'm sure it has a fascinating past. Carter, on the other hand, was
preoccupied with the colorful tiles and cobblestones when he wasn't napping.

We continue to enjoy our travels with him and cherish this time when he can't really
exert his free will. We pass those families in the street, toddlers kicking and
screaming, and we know why we were advised to travel now.

Mon Jun 2, 2008 | 02:48 PM |

Laurie Says:

1. Is it possible those cheeks have gotten even chubbier?! It must be all that tapas!

2. He seems to have the Chandler sightseeing gene (or did he get that from Ben's ancestry too?

lhchandler@mac.com
Mon Jun 2, 2008 | 06:35 PM |




at Alhambra, go Bears

In front of a very
important site

At the tapas bar
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Tapas

Our last night in Spain we enjoyed tapas the old-
fashioned way: small plates complimentary with every
drink you order. Delicious stuff though very meat-
centric. Carter seemed at home there. We were told
this in advance and confirmed it for ourselves --
people in Spain looooovvve babies. It takes the form
of oooohhing and aaaahing, and in the extreme case,
the woman behind the sandwich who reached across,
took Carter from Ben's arms and paraded him around
the shop. It's fun to be somewhere that, as a culture,
recognizes just how danged cute babies are.

Thu Jun 5, 2008 | 06:53 AM |

Laurie Says:

ever notice that he always looks right at the camera? I think,
rather than FOMO, he has L-BOC (Loves Being On Camera).
lhchandler@mac.com

Thu Jun 5, 2008 | 07:03 AM |

Lauren Says:

He's getting so big!!!! I keep looking at pictures of him, or at
Kai, and having the thought, "Soon you'll be a real boy!"
lauren.bellon@gmail.com

Thu Jun 5, 2008 | 03:53 PM |
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Amsterdam Arrival

We had an uneventful trip to Amsterdam, though it took most of the day. We arrived
to a great little studio for our accommodation (cheaper than a hotel and more
convenient for a week's stay). We pretended we were as mobile as we used to be by
walking from Centraal Station to the quaint canal, Herengracht, but really we were
traipsing through hordes of tourists and dodging bikers and scooters with our
unwieldly carseat stroller-baggage cart. A cloudy day with thunder showers later, but
we just love this city and it's fun to introduce it to Carter.

Fri Jun 6, 2008 | 03:34 AM |

Coffee on the Canal

Marije & Danny and their kids, Joeri and Nils drove into the city for afternoon coffee.
So great to see them and the boys. Delicious apple pie and brownies on a canal, a
beautiful Sunday in Amsterdam.

Sat Jun 7, 2008 | 01:15 PM |

Laurie Says:

Carter has his 1970s pants on. lhchandler@mac.com
Sat Jun 7, 2008 | 10:04 PM |
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O

stand. When another new mom & colleague remarked to me that her baby (2 months
older than C) is 'placid' compared to Carter, I realized we might have a little
contained-pinball on our hands. He loves to be carried around but he usually needs
to be in motion while being held, and always facing out. All the better to see the
action, I guess. (He is happy in the ergo, though, which doesn't allow him any
outward mobility or leg moves). Hence, it is with very mixed feelings that we await
the next milestone when Carter develops into a quadruped. (Video is only 15 secs)

[youtube=http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nb1zqUH4Bz0]
Mon Jun 9, 2008 | 11:20 AM |

Papi (or Poppy or Papa) D (maybe) Says:

Never seen so much sensory stimulation attached to one product before. Good
preparation for the video/gamer era, but how can a book compete? :-)
dick@rhchandler.com

Tue Jun 10, 2008 | 07:39 PM |









































































