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Naked time

We are trying to instigate more naked time. After all,
until what age can you amble around the house naked
with indiscretion? Carter seems to find this very
freeing as he takes off on all fours in a wild giggle
while I follow close behind with a mop cloth.

Thu Feb 26, 2009 | 08:44 AM |

Baby Steps!

[youtube=http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=bO7qR-V1JKo] From other moms I've heard of
babies that don't show any inclination toward walking
and one day wake-up --poof-- bi-ped. Then others
who ease into the locomotion, a few steps one day, a
few more the next, or none at all. Carter falls squarely
in the latter camp. He has shown the ability to take 1-
2 steps for the past couple of weeks but he lacks the
strength and confidence to go farther than

that. Slowly, slowly, we see his ability increasing, to
the point that now we think we can say he is walking,
though crawling is still his preferred method of
transit. The best part of the whole thing is his utter
delight with himself when he walks unaided. After a
few steps, he collapses onto his rear, overtaken by
giddiness.

And now we brace ourselves for change.
Mon Mar 2, 2009 | 10:29 PM |

Alissa Says:
he's walking!!!! yay!!! alissachandler@yahoo.com
Tue Mar 3, 2009 | 08:43 AM |

Nana Says:

I'm so excited to spend uninterrupted time with my grandson -
in New York no less! The first rule is to nap when he naps after
that we'll see where things lead -

remember Eloise? Can't wait. beachling6 @sbcglobal.net
Wed Mar 11, 2009 | 12:58 AM |
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Around town

The other weekend our outing was taking the J-Church (MUNI
line) to Duboce Park where they have a nice playground and
then moseying back through the Castro. It is fun to be out in the
city with Carter where things we wouldn't normally notice take on
great interest. First trip on a train, for example - fascinating (who
are all these people and where did they come from?)! First
encounter with monster-size bubbles - what on earth?! First taste
of sour-grass - hmmmm...

We also had a nice brunch at Aunt Christy & Uncle Cyrus's place,
which included chair-rides from Aunt Laurie and trying to control
the mouse and the Wii at the same time with Cyrus supervising.
Tue Mar 3, 2009 | 02:40 PM |
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15 months and all is well

Carter had his 15 month Dr. appointment last

week. He clocked in at 23.3 Ibs and 30.5 inches. He
got 2 more shots. As the Dr. was telling me she was
not concerned that his only word is "da da," that boys
develop motorically first, he disassembled her ear-
exam light.

All systems normal.
Fri Mar 6, 2009 | 04:29 PM |

Carter's 1st Trip to the Zoo

The zoo is a mixed bag if you've been lucky enough to
witness the same animals in the wild. It's sad to see
all these guys caged up but it's also fun to see kids'
wonder at all the strange beings (or, at Carter's age,
all the variation of dogs!). Carter enjoyed himself,
pointing galore and toddling here & there. I forgot to
post the batch of pix (http://picasaweb.google.
com/emagyn/CarterSistTripToTheZoo#)
earlier.

Mon Mar 9, 2009 | 10:27 AM |
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Carter & Daddy

Carter le encanta su papa. Ben took part of the day off last Friday, after a rough
week, and Carter would no longer pay any attention to Milagros or me. It's fun to
see how excited he gets when Daddy scoops him up. It's also fun to see him slap
Daddy's head in excitement or pull his ears.

Fri Mar 13, 2009 | 09:13 PM |

Lauren Says:

Hope everything is okay! Kai has also figured out that his daddy is way more fun than his mama!
lauren.bellon@gmail.com
Tue Mar 17, 2009 | 02:16 PM |
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What's Happening

Carter, Nana and I went to NYC last week for work - Carter's 4th work trip with me to
the big apple. Ben joked, "he knows the city better than I do. Knows more people
there, too." I have photos and a post on that coming soon. In the meantime:

He turned 16 months old yesterday!

He is toddling around like mad. He trips frequently and has high potential for
hurting himself now. He fell & scratched the corner of his eye, dangerously close to
the eye itself. I now think that the first year of a baby's life, injuries are primarily
parent-inflicted (remember when I scratched C's forehead with my fingernail or
washed his hands in water too hot?) Now the risks are almost entirely in Carter's
hands...trying to run up a steep sidewalk...trying to sit on chair and missing... I have
quickly realized there are limits on how much I can protect him. (and for precedent,
there is no shortage of stories from Ben's childhood of broken arms, split lips, scars
above the eye...)

He is a proud sitter. We did not know this was a feat, but he scoots back onto a pint
size chair, or the bottom step of our stairs, and sits. Then he beams proudly at this
accomplishment. YOu can't help but to pull up beside him and have a sit yourself.

He says "upfh" and many babbling sounds starting with ba-ba. When you ask, "can
you say "mama"?, he screams in delight, "da-dah!"

He laughs when others laugh. No longer just giggles as a result of a tickle or
anticipation game, but real social-laughing. He also laughs after pelting Tyler with a
toy or some food. We are perplexed as to why this is innately funny. (He has not
seen us throw something at the dog and then laugh).

He remembers people. He lights up when he sees his Grandmom Jan or Milagros or
his aunts.

He hugs. My personal favorite.
Mon Mar 23, 2009 | 11:05 AM |

Carter in the taxi

Here we are going from JFK to Manhattan. Clearly very exciting.
[youtube=http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T_P1j_4te-0]
Mon Mar 23, 2009 | 05:36 PM |
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"Chase"

Games of anticipation are endlessly entertaining unless you are interupted by the
prospect of bubbles.

[youtube=http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NwVy_3bNbA4]
Thu Mar 26, 2009 | 11:22 AM |

We interupt this program
New album June 2nd. Can't wait.
Thu Apr 2, 2009 | 02:44 PM

Nana & New York

A little belated but a review of the trip to NYC with
Nana: It went well! It was so much easier for me
than doing the trip alone. My mom flew up to SF in
order to fly out with me. We lucked out and had an
empty seat next to us both ways. In retrospect, I don't
know how we could have done 6 hours without a

seat. We brought the carseat on which allowed him to
sleep his naps, which he would not have done in the

ergo or on my lap. Just like last time, Carter was a

Good friend Angela and her17.5 416 ynder the weather but he pulled through without
month old Owen: (remember

this post?) (seemingly) major ear pain.

! N My mom was on-duty everyday from 8-6, with a break
\ p on one day from a babysitter from 10-1. A lot of
: work! Carter and Nana enjoyed their one-on-one
= ; time and taking Manhattan together (most of their
time was spent in the lobby or nearby shops). We
were staying at South Street Seaport which has
many restuarants, shops and walkable areas. They
also came to visit me at the IAVI office one
afternoon. When I finished the workday, we'd have
take-out or dinner nearby. Angela & Owen came for a
visit one evening. We also had Lindsey (the
Waiting for a taxi at JFK, babysitter) come one evening so we could get out. We

Carlter}'f tired sign, pulling bought tickets the day of and went to see a play, "God
eyelashes.
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he stops to pick them up and while doing so, the scoop tips and more fall out, and so
on. He is very diligent about coming back for lost kibble, usually transferring them
one at a time to scoop and then the bowl. This all works out very well for Tyler. We
now have to put and end to the activity lest all the food in the container end up on
the floor and/or in Tyler's belly.

[youtube=http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P9qpCgowCog]
Wed Apr 8, 2009 | 04:00 PM |

Alissa Says:
sooo glad you caught that on video!! alissachandler@yahoo.com
Thu Apr 9, 2009 | 08:46 AM |

Bob Says:
He seems very focused on the task. I'm sure he'll have a full slate of chores to do in no time!

robertbellon@gmail.com
Mon Apr 13, 2009 | 05:47 PM |

aunt L. Says:

I love how he snaps the lid closed! doubt Tyler will get overfed at that rate - 2 pieces of kibble per
trip. :) lhchandler@mac.com

Sat May 16, 2009 | 09:43 AM |









































































